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A VOICE FROM MISSISSIPPI.
In the January Cosmopolitan A. H. Whit-

field, associate Justice of the supreme court
of Mississippi, has an article In strong de-

nunciation of the proposal to hold the
Philippine islands under American sover-
eignty. He gives us the choice of buttwa
conclusions, one being that tho "Islands
must always be governed by a. military des- -
potism, and the other that they must be
admitted to the Union as a state or states.,
The first of these conclusions he denounces
as contrary to the spirit or a democratic-for-

of government, and the second as
promising nothing but, a scandalous" car-'pelb-ag

government which' eventually will
ruin the whole United Stales.

In support of his unyielding theories
Judge Whitfield declares that the founders
of our government werda unit In believing
that "only such territory should be an-

nexed to the United States, or in any way
' acquired by it, as could be, and as soon as

possible would be, erected into states." And
f then, having established, as 'he thinks, by
i 6imple assertion, this sort of a principle

among our forefathers. Judge Whitfield
.proceeds to scold the expansionists "tyros
in the reading of history" for the airy way

i In which they, declare that expansion of
t territory has laeen a fundamental principle

with the 'American people from the day
they laid the foundation of their republic.

It So far f'rom being a unit In the belief
t that the United States shpuTd never acquire

territory except with the intention of erect

k

New

ing it into states, our'forefathers.'mSn'y'
of them, were exceedingly vofceful and-just-

in declaring for quite the opposite thing.
When the opponents of Thomas Jefferson
were fighting the ratification of the Louis-
iana treaty on the ground that the vast
expanse of territory would never be fitted
to come Into the Union of states, it was tho
opinion of a majority of congress that the
land was not wanted for statehood, but, as
property owned and controlled. by"'tfie
states. In their united cape pity. for' the' use
and benefit' of the nation. Docb Judge
Whitfield contend that Jefferson andj bis
associates believed that all of. the Louisiana
purchase would eventually tie admitted to,
statehood? If so, he contends, for some-- .
thing not borne out by the records of Jet--,

"fereon's time.
The constitution of the United States

Itself contemplates the continued existence
of territories outside the privileges of
statehood, for It locates In congress the
power to "make all needful rules and reg-

ulations respecting the. territory "or other
property belonging to the United States"
and from the annexation of Louisiana in
1S03 down to the present time there has
never been a moment when vasuexpanses
of territory have not been held without
anyone expressing the belief that ultimate-
ly It all must come within the limits of .a
state. Who expects Alaska to become a
state, for example, and why have not the

directed their batteries
against the perversion of American prin-
ciple to be found In the holding of that
great' country beneath a military despot-
ism? ,
.'Judge Whitfield is. a distinguished rep-

resentative of the Democratic party. His
theory is that our country should never
acquire from a foreign country any soil
except with the purpose of erecting it Into
a state. And yet in 1S45 it was the notor-
ious purpose of Polk and the Democratic
party to take from Mexico vast bodies of
land, not for the purpose of erecting it into
states, but for the purpose of making It
into slave .territories. The party which
etands of record as going Into a war of
conquest for the sole purpose of extending
the infamous institution of slavery ought
to say little about a conquest which will
have for its result the bringing of S.000,000
human beings into the pure air of free-
dom.

But we do not begin to appreciate the
fallacy of Judge Whitfield's argument un-
til we approach the end of 'it, where he
jields unreserved support to the bill now
before congress for the building of the
Nicaragua canal. Remember, this writer
holds tightly to the principle that it is
undemocratic and unconstitutional for the
United States to acquire foreign territory
except for the purpose of erecting it into
si state, and yet. In the .next breath, he
advisee that we complete a treaty with
Nicaragua and Costa Rica by which we
fehall come into possession of a great ex-
tent of country through which we shall
build an, interoceanic canal, holding this
country, not with the purpose of making
li a state. "but as propertybf ,'the'unlfed
States, which must be governed by a mili-
tary despotism. Whatever else 'Judge Whit-
field may have accumulated in his alleged
deep reading of history. It cannot be held
that he has acquired a very powerful grasp
of consistency.

In support of the canal argument we are
assured that .the caral is needed to. roster
the best growth of American commerce,
and by inference we are given to under-
stand that for such a laudable purpose it
Is not unprincipled to seize or buy foreign
territory whlqh need not be; erected Into
a state. This is precisely the argument
of those who demand that the United
States shall hold the Philippines. Asia
now forms the most promising field for
American commerce to be found anywhere
in the whole wide world. Witli the Philip-
pines in our possession we chali be in posi-
tion to hold our own in the great peace-
ful struggle for the business of equipping
400.000.000 people with the facilities of mod

civilization. For the self-sa- rea

sons" that we keep the European nations
from building the. Nicaragua canal we
should keep our trade rivals from control-
ling the Philippines and thelr.sphere of in-

fluence. If our commerce requires the ac-

quisition of foreign territory In 'Central
America- - It may likewise require the ac-

quisition of foreign territory In Asia, and,
while there may be a difference which is
open to discussion on the score of policy, it
cannot be alleged that one violates an
American principle while the other does
not.

We have no desire to argue on the sccqnd
ground with a man who has so little confi-

dence in the strength and probity of his
own government that he believes it will go
to pieces when confronted with the task
of decently governing a handful of Islands
in a distant sea. Whatever may happen in
the Philippines to try the strength of our
national government, it scarcely can bo so
serious as the test put upon It by Missis-

sippi and some other states In 1S61, and
Judge Whitfield Is old enough to remember
the end of that.

THE PHILIPPINE INSURGENTS.

If It is true that Aguinaldo has proceeded

to Hollo to take personal charge of the
insurgent forces, with a view to resisting
the. plan of the American soldiers to take
possession of the city, then some Interest-
ing news from the Philippines may be
expected in the near future. There might

be a disposition to treat with a good deal
of patience and considerable lenience the
Insurgents who have captured Hollo, en

the ground that they do not fully uml

stand their obligations to the United
States. It would, at least, be humane '.o

give them plenty of time to understand
the new .situations and their new oblisr.i-tion- s,

so long as a state of anarchy did
not exist. Hut if the leader, Aguinaldo,
instead of assisting the Americans to
bring about a peaceable reconciliation,
should foster resistance to American
authority, there would be no excuse for
temporizing.

Aguinaldo not only understands the
Spanish-Americ- an situation as applied to
the Philippine islands, but he also under-

stands tho Americans, their motives and
their purposes. Hq knows that the United
States may be fully entrusted with the
future of the islands, ,and that It will be
the aim of our government to help the
natives directly and. to do them a stilt
greater favor by teaching them how to
help themselvasL ' He has witnessed the
character of American warfare at Manila
and has had an opportunity to study Amer-
ican civilization! If he wants peace and
a higher civilization for his people, he
knows that the Americans will help him
to secure them. If he wants war, he
knows that he can have It. No sympathy
or sentiment should be wasted upon this
native warrior. If he assumes a hostlb
attitude, then the word should be given
to Admiral Dewey and General Otis to
fire when ready, and the fight should be
concentrated upon that part of the In-

surgent army commanded by Aguinaldo
In person. He should be bottled up in Hie
shortest possible time and put on ice.

GEXSIS OF THE CONVENTION HALL.
The approach of the formal opening of

the Convention hall, with Its seating
capacity of 17,000, suggests to the mind trie
intimate connection between a nation's so-

cial life and its architecture.
The Greeks had no large buildings. Their

theaters were open air courts or arenas,
and their monumental buildings were small
temples and tombs. ' '

The Romans built tremendous baths and
judgment halls, roofing with thin concrete
domes spaces that would now require a
roof of Iron or steel. They surpassed all
modern nations in the masslveness and cost
of their buildings, Caracalla's baths alone
costing $70,000,000. These baths and basil-
icas" were buildings of "a democratic genius,
used by thousands of people, and so very
different from the gloomy Interiors of the
great temples of former ages.

The Goths and Germans built no struct-
ures larger than the tribal houses of the
markmen. and the feudal castles of warrior
lords.

The Middle Age cathedrals were large,
but from motives of reverence, not
need.

Modern expositions and political gather-
ings, however, have necessitated buildings
as large as the Roman baths, but contain-
ing, unlike them, large unbroken spaces
under single roofs, and modern engineering
has solved their problems.

The great auditorium can be directly
traced back to the architectural needs of
two institutions the town meeting and the'
county fair. One has expanded Into the
national convention, the other Into the ex-

position. It was the lack of these, or any-
thing like these, that left Rome satisfied
with her temples and baths, and Greece
with her Parthenon.

STEPHENS AXD THE LOUnV.
Governor Stephens was not strong

enough. In spite of his official position, to
organize the Missouri legislature; but by
combining with the lobby at Jefferson City
he had no difficulty In landing his men for
the various offices. This is precisely what
he did when he worked for the candidacy
of Judge Marshall when th'c latter sought
the long term on the supreme bench, and
the same methods won In that Instance.

There are many good men In the Dem-

ocratic party of Missouri, and some of
them are in the legislature: but they are
helpless in their opposition to the admin-
istration when the latter allies itself with
corruption, especially such corruption as
has been practiced by the Missouri lobby.

The governor's methods are not a sur-
prise. He has given similar exhibitions
"before. The support he has commanded In
the recent contest 'has been a support of
political expediency la the main, as both
the lobby and the governor's patronage
are Influences that cannot be withstood by
the "practical politicians" in the Missouri
Democracy, even though many of them,
left to their own Inclinations, would rather
serve the state honestly than dishonestly.

The governor has done at Jefferson. City
simply what he has done at many other
places on a smaller scale. In Kansas City,
for example, he has, through his ap-

pointees, dealt with low elements of the
population in order to perpetuate the police
machine and use if for political purposes.

With the legislature organized by Gov-

ernor Stephens nnd the lobby, for Governor
Stephens and the lobby, there Is little 'hope
that the people will experience the much-neede- d

benefits from the revision sea-Io- n

upon which JUie legislature lias, ep tercel..

"Coin" Harvey .has figured out that It
will take 21 apiece from the friends of
the plaint people to make the of
Monopoly" roll over on his side and bel-

low for mercy In 1900. It is suspected that
"Coin" Is making a good many more cal
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culations than he Is making entries in his
cash book, the friends of. the plain people
not being gudgeons In these good sound
money times.

In calling the special session of tho Kan-
sas legislature Governor Lecdy made the
mistake of considering all the Populist
members unscrupulous partisans. The
stature of a few of them measured above
this mark and as a result the main pur-
pose of the session was defeated.

Those who say that Sarah Bernhardt's
recent adventure with Vesuvius was for
advertising purposes fail to explain what
Vesuvius wants with advertising. No 'one,
we trust, would be so brutal as to Imagine
the divine Sarah would seek advertising
for herself.

Jerry Slmpnon explains his defeat on the
ground that the heads of the Kansas farm-
ers were turned by a little cheap pros-
perity. The Kansas farmer may well be
excused for preferring cheap prosperity to
the eNpensive calamity Jerry and his party
stand for.

Senator Vest spent the holidays on a
fishing expedition. It is not Improbable
that the senator's statements regarding the
constitution will now sound more like fish
stories than ever.

If General Nelson A. Miles had contracted
a case of military lockjaw twelve months
ago and hung to it, his popularity as a
man and a soldier would to-d- be more
pronounced.

The Independent Republicans of the Penn-
sylvania legislature are not wholly tinrea-ronab- le

in hesitating to send a man to the
United States senat's who may go to the
penitentiary instead.

General Miles may be expert authority on
gold lace and porcelain bathtubs, but what
he doesn't know about dressed beef would
fill several large refrigerator cars.

An Ohio man Is under arrest for stealing
a church. Careless people In some localities
will persist in leaving their churches out
over night.

Altgeld declares ho will never compro-

mise with the expansionists. Were the
expansionists prepared for this cataclysm?

KANSAS TOPICS.

The Galena Republican reports one cf
the oddest accidents anybody ever heard
of. Joe Whited, a miner, had taken to his
homo an old tamping bar which he used
about the kitchen stove as a poker. A
tamping bar Is the Instrument used to
pack down the powder in a blast hole, and
It Is supposed to be a solid piece of Iron.
The other' day Joe was poking the flro
when the tamping bar exploded, tearing off

a couple of his lingers and badly lacerat-
ing his body In several different places.
One piece of the bar was driven out of
sight Into his arm so deep that it required
a serious surgical operation to remove it.
It Is supposed that the Iron bar contained
a flaw near its head, and that the pow-

der had worked up into a concealed hole
In quantities enough to make a tremen-

dous explosion.

Students of sociology will find some In-

teresting data In the biennial report of
the Girls' Industrial school In Kansas. The
total number of girls admitted since the
opening of the school In 1&S9 Is 30S, of
which 1S6 have been discharged and 123

now remain within the institution. For
the biennial period the total number ad-

mitted was 104, and their ages at the time
of admission are set forth in the follow-
ing table:
Six years 1
Nine years :...." S
Ten years 2
Kleven Tears' 2
Twelve jears 11

Thirteen years 11
Fourteen jears 31
Fifteen, jears ,. 33
Unknown 2

Tqtal 101

It will be observed that by far the larg-
est proportion of the girls were admitted
at ages ranging between 12 and 15 years,
and It is the testimony of the matron In
charge that these aro the age9 at which
girls susceptible to evil influences are most
easily led astray. The causes for which
these girls were committed to the school
are listed as follows:
Incorrigibility 94
immorality 3
Larceny 4
Assault 1

It Is explained that "Incorrigibility" Is
an. term which may or may
not include immorality, meaning for the
greater part that the girls refused to obey
the restraints imposed upon them by their
elders, and seemed determined to go to
the bad. In this connection It will be in-

teresting to note the parentage of these
girls, as Is set forth in the following table:
llolh parents tiring 5(
Mother ll!ng ic
Father living 20
Orphans 14

Total 104

It will be observed that more than one-ha- lf

of the 101 Inmates have both parents
living, and that only a small proportion
have lost both parents. Of the entire 101

girls seventy have mothers living, and
seventy-fou- r have fathers living, and It is
evident that the school does not recruit
Its largest per cent of inmates from the
class who have no homo restraints. It Is
to be regretted that the report does not
give some account of the girls who were
discharged as lit to return to the world.
Since the opening of the school 1S6 have
been sent home after serving terms rang-
ing all the way from one month to eight
years, but we are given no Information as
to their subsequent conduct. It Is known,
however, that many of them have married
and are living decently and happily, and It
Is believed that a majority of those dis-

charged were permanently reformed. It is
the testimony of the matron that a really
bad girl seldom comes to the institution.
As a rule they are simply wayward,
thoughtless and careless, and by kind treat-
ment may easily be redeemed.

The other .day in the committee of the
whole house a very vicious anti-railro-

bill was defeated by the narrow majority
of five votes. At once all the spectators
were excluded from the floor, the doors
were locked, and the leaders commenced
to argue with those Populist members who
had voted against tho measure. And what
argument do you suppose these leaders
used? It was this: "In all probability the
courts will knock out our court of visita-
tion bill and If this other bill is not passed
there will be nothing left In the way of
a law with which to cinch the railroads."
So IP appears that even the Populist lead-
ers were well aware of the unconstitution-
al character of their antl-rallio- legisla-
tion.

A knot of Republican members of the
Kansas legislature were discussing the
probable conduct of the overwhelming Re-
publican majority in the coming regular
session. One hot-hea- d was for running the
bandwagon over' the Populist minority Just

as the Populist majority had run the band-
wagon over the minority In the special
session. Hut he stood alone. All the rest
were In favor of giving the minority every
right guaranteed by the constitution ana
legislative custom, and It Is very evident
that when the regular session meets the
people of Kansas will be given an ex-

hibition of legislative dignity, fairness and
good order which will stand In startling
contrast to the Infamous proceedings of the
present special session.

The young son or Colonel Weldy, editor
of the Galena Republican, has a. mania
for picking up stray dogs, and has' turned
the Weldy domicile into a veritable home
for friendless canines. The other day the
old man told the boy that this home busi-
ness was played out and that he must get
rid of his dogs and quit the business. The
bov said nothing at the time, but the next
day he dug down into the files of an old
Galena paper and found the following item
which ho cut out and sent to his father:
"Lee Weldy. tho stage agent, can jump into
his baggage wagon, give that peculiar
whistle of his. and load tho wagon with
dogs. He seems to have a mortgage on all
tho stray dogs In the country." When the
old man was thus confronted with his
youthful record he withdrew all objections
to his son's stray dog refuge, and printed
a piece in which bo acknowledged that the
boy had come by his love for dogs hon-
estly.

The wife of the editor of the Minneapolis
Messenger whs taken sick and tho editor
had to hustlo out and find a hired girl.
Ho met wtth disappointments everywhere,
but finally some one told him of a girl by
the name of Maggie who lived out in a
Bohemian settlement. Driving up to the
first Bohemian house, he said:

"Sabe Maggie?"
We will never tell what she said. , for

we do not know what it was. but we judge
that she had no palate and had caught
cold on top of that. That is we did think
so until we noticed that the entire family
talked that way, and then we concluded
they used It for a. language.

Finally, we found a woman who could
tell us where the mother of Maggie lived,
and thence we went and, addressing the
mother of Maggie, we said:

"Maggie your girl?"
She said: "Jag bollgis bolliskuj."
Wo told her if we had a jag we were

not conscious of it, and asked her to make
her meaning more plain.

"Bolisls bolliskuj."
"No; rot Bollgis. I want Maggie."
"Maggie boligls bolliskuj."
"I guess so. I don't know her middle and

ancestral names. I want a girl to work for
me."

"Maggie bunder betrateska."
"We might try her if you will trot her

out. Any old thing that Is shaped like a
hired girl will do for me now."

"Maggie betrateska cur-r-r-r- ."

"I hope, madam, you do not Intend any-
thing personal by that last remark. You
see before you a broken and heartsick man,
one of God's creatures who is here on
peaceful business and "

"Bollgis."
"Yes, trot Bollgis out. Trot out anybody,

any old thing that you think will do. You
can't Imagine how weary I am of this "

Just then an Interpreter came along and
explained that Maggie had a place and we
could not get her. We said that perhaps
Bollgis would do, but he said he thought
we must have misunderstood. Then we
came home.

We have a girl now, but we will not tell
how we obtained her for fear somebody
will work the same scheme on us. Wo
know we did wrong, but we were reduced
to such a condition of desperation that we
were prepared to elope with a hired girl
If one could not be obtained in any other
way.

MISSOURI POINTS.

"If it be true," observes the philosopher
of the Springfield Republican, "that sul-
phur will keep off the grip, there Is some
satisfaction In knowing that there Is a
place where, for obvious reasons, grip can-
not enter."

The Jefferson City Tribune has become
an evening paper, and in its beautiful new
dress is well worthy to rank with Colonel
Stephens' other newspaper, the Columbia
Herald, as among the handsomest publi-
cations issued.

m m

Evidently the Inhabitants of Sedalla are
not Inclined toward deeds of darkness. Two
electric light companies are already doing
business there, and two others are plead-
ing with the city council for a grant of
similar privileges.

The richness of the mineral ground in
tho vicinity of Joplln may be Inferred from
a statement of what has been done on
the 100-ac-re tract belonging to John H.
Taylor. The "I Know," "Big Eight" and
"Horseshoe" properties are located there-
on, and from them in four years have been
taken 24,244,470 pounds of zinc ore and

of lead ore, the market value of
which was $350,614.34.

Colonel Jacob T. Child, of Ray county,
former journalist, legislator and diplomat,
and known, as the Jefferson City Tribune
says, "to every Mlssourlan who knows any-
thing," related this entertaining reminis-
cence of Governor Bob Stewart to a news-
paper friend at the state capital the other
day: "When Missouri was In tho turmoil
of the gigantic struggle between the two
great sections of the republic. Bob Stewart,
of St. Joseph, defeated General James S.
Rollins, of Boone, one of the greatest men
of the then AVest, for governor. Then Jef-
ferson City was comparatively a small vil-
lage, the gubernatorial mansion a frail old
frame building, occupying the same site
where the present mansion stands. It was
a time of vast changes. Everything was
in an embryotic state. Stewart was a
'Bourbon' in the full sense of tho word.
A New Yorker, he took the 'Union side of
the caus-e-, but the tide of secession was
so strong that he could not stem the cur-
rent, and he passed down and out with
but few regrets. His administration was
novel In the extreme for many of his
actions. As soon as he was Inaugurated
he had his private secretary. Dr. Peabody,
fill out a pardon for WHIIam Langston, a
prisoner from St. Joseph, charged with aid-
ing in the whipping of a man of worth-
less character to death. As soon as he
could get away from the capltol ho went !

to tho penitentiary and called for Lang-
ston. The old man was employed In dig-
ging a well. Stewart went to the brink
and called him up. As he stepped out of
the bucket, the governor slapped him on
the back, exclaiming. 'Billy, old man, let
me greet you as a free man for all time,'
and handed him his pardon. Langston had
befriended Stewart when he was. an in-

valid and had no friends. Another time
the governor had been 'social' with a
number of friends and In the 'we sma" '
hours called for his horse, rode rapidly up

the stairs Into the reception room, ordered
his servant to open the piano and pour in
on the keyboard a peck of oats, remarking,
with an oath, that his horse had just as
much right to food and refreshments as
the balance of mankind. The hoor marks
of the horse could be seen on the stairway
until the old mansion had been demolish-
ed. Feeling the influence of stimulations to
excess, he imagined that he had snakes
In his boots, and, sending for a pint of
camphor, he poured It Into his shoes; he
pulled them on, and by night the snakes
were gone, as well as all of the skin off
his feet. His pardoning of the female con-

victs is known to all, and the employment
of them in the mansion, where they stole
things ad libitum. Notwithstanding these
eccentricities, he made a good governor.
While he was drinking he would never sign
a state paper. He was an urgent advo-
cate of Internal Improvements, and as pres-
ident of the Hannibal & St. Joseph rail-

road never ceased his labors In favor of
that great highway till the gleaming steel
connected the Mississippi and the Missouri,
which aided materially In the war of the
sections. His reception of the Prince of
Wales in St. Louis was so courtly that
Albert Edward pronounced him the most
polished man he had met in the States.
But the worm of the still was working In
his vitals; he was his worst enemy. Prior
to his death I was his major. He was
appointed colonel of volunteers under Fre-
mont, but excessive drinking caused Gen-

eral Halleck to relieve him of his com-

mand. After that he lived a life of
in St. Joseph, till the dark

wings of Azrael overshadowed him, passing
away comparatively friendless, and, if I
mistake not, the grassy hillock thatcov-er-s

his remains has no memorial to mark
the spot. Thus one of 'Missouri's most
famous governors passed away, and he is
mostly known for deeds that should be
forgotten, rather for those that should halo
his memory. Visiting the state capital and
mingling with Its progressive people, I
could not help thinking when Bob Stewart
was tho'brave fellow well met with all, and
whoso namo was a household word from
the Ozarks to the 'Io was. I offer this laurel
leaf In the columns of the Tribune to the
memory of a man that might have been
worthy of much to imperial Missouri, but
he fell by tho wayside and passed away
as an arrow shot through the air."

Lcedy'aj Latent.
From the Washington Post.

While Congressman Jerry Simpson, of
Kansas, has been devoting a large part
of his valuable time and much of his in-

tellectual force to denunciation of "Czar"
Reed, his political brethren in the Sun-
flower state would appear to have been
studying tho Reed methods of legislation
with a view to effecting improvements
therein In the matter of expedition. No
work has ever been performed in the na-
tional house of representatives under tho
Reed rules, or any others, that would not
seem tediously slow to., the Populists of
the Kansas house after their marvelous
achievement in putting through a railroad
bill on the 29th ultimo. It was rushed from
start to finish. In spite of minority protests,
and before many of the members had seen
a copy of it. No opportunity for debate
was allowed. And yet It was a most im-
portant measure, seriously affecting the
Interests of all the people, sure to bring
on costly litigation, and by no means un-
likely to add to the load of opprobrium
that Leedy and his party will carry into
retirement.

What makes this sort and method of
lawmaking especially condemnable is the
fact that the legislature was convened In
special session to put it through, after
the Populists had been defeated by the
election of' a Republican legislature and
state officers. The people had passed an
adverse judgment on Leedy and his asso-
ciates, but the organization doing business
under the name and style of "The Peo-
ple's Party" refused to accept the popular
verdict. Finding themselves voted out,
the Populist leaders decided that before
stepping down before the time for the
meeting of the new legislature, now
about to assemble they would strike a
blow at the railroads and, incidentally, at
the federal courts. It Is stated by well
Informed authorities that Governor Leedy
secured promises from a majority "to vote
for any sort of railroad law that might
be formulated by the leaders" before he
Issued the call for the extra session, and
that he, on his part, agreed to sign any
bill that might be passed.

The object of all this was to get around
the decision of the courts, to the effect
that a state cannot force a railroad cor-
poration to do a losing business. The
courts admit or confirm the right of the
state to regulate transportation charges
to any reasonable extent, but give the
corporations a chance to appeal to the
courts to determine the reasonableness of
any regulations that a state may attempt
to. impose on them. This is simply just,
and it Is as much In the Interest of the
people as of the railroads. What corpora-
tion could maintain a healthy existence
If required to steadily pay out more than
its receipts? Neither the farmers, the
merchants, the manufacturers, the miners,
nor any other class or Interest in a com-
munity could be benefited by impoverish-
ing the railways. In order to do efficient
service, a railway company must keep Its
roadbed, track and rolling stock In good
order and must pay such wages as will
secure good men to do Its work. If a
road wero placed at the mercy of a ma-
jority In any legislature that might hap-
pen to be elected, It would have no as-
surance of the continuance of wholesome
business conditions.

But these common sense considerations
have no influence on the minds and no
place In the plans of the Kansas Popu-
lists. Hence they belle their party's name
and set their professions at naught by
attempting to circumvent the courts and
the corporations after the people have
voted them Into a retirement which It Is
hoped will be permanent. No other party
in any state of this Union has ever been
bo subservient to bosses as the Kansas
Populists have shown themselves to be
since they got their knockout last No-
vember.

A New Way to Bilk Creditors.
From the New York Sun.

The wisdom of the Missouri legislature
has given the octopus the hardest kick
that It has ever got. and If a corporation-ridde- n

supreme court doesn't come to his
rescue he is a lost octopod. The Missouri
law against trusts provides in effect that
a trust or member of a trust or combina-
tion for tho purpose of controlling the
price of any article cannot collect a debt
at law from innocent creditors undeflle. by
monopoly. All the defendant has to do Is
to plead this convenient part of the anti-
trust law. If tho Jury finds that the
plaintiff Is a price regulator or member of
a7 price regulating combination, the plain-
tiff must go whistlo for the money, while
the virtuous defendant walks off with the
monopolist's c,alns in his pockets
and proceeds to contract new obligations

j a view to raising me wina-an- abasing
the trusts.

It is a beautiful scheme for the punish-
ment of the trusts, and we presume that
tho present Missouri legislature will im-
prove it. This partial outlawry should be
made total. It ought to bo legal for a Mis-
souri to take a monopo-
list's watch, hls overcoat, his house, any-
thing he has. All his property Is infected
by the' trust-an- d should be transferred to
persons of sound sentiments and known
hostility to the money changers. It is not
enough to borrow money of the monopolist
and then refuse to pay him. He should be
made Incapable of holding property except
in trust for The least
change that the new legislature can make
Is to direct, thut a monopolist who baa the

Insolence to try to recover a debt from an
shall forfeit ten times tha

amount of the debt to the injured debtor.
Nor should only the debtors of trusts en-1-

these kind exemptions, plutocrats of
all kinds should be fined Indirectly by tho
Missouri legislature. Debts due them should
be made We understand
that the Free Sliver and Bryan Club of
Mexico. Mo., Is already trying to have debts
duo to gold standard men declared void.

It may be thought in some states that
laws like this anti-tru- st statute are not
calculated to help business, but what does
a Democratic legislature care about busi-
ness?' The object of a Democratic legis-lature- is

to punish the crime of wealth.

Governor Rooxevelt' InnuRural.
From Ihe New York World (Oem.).

The Inaugural address of Governor Roose-
velt will serve to confirm and to deepen
the good Impression which his attitude
and his acts have made upon the people
since his election.

Governor Roosevelt Is perfectly right in
saying that "upon the great and funda-
mental Issues of good government there
must always be a unity of Interest among
all persons who wish well to the common-
wealth." It 13 for this reason that Dem-
ocrats as well as Republicans who really
desire good government have been so well
satisfied with the course of Colonel Roose-
velt since his election. In his speeches he
has upheld a high Ideal of government.
He has consulted freely with the best men
of his party. In the few appointments
that he has made ho has sought for char-
acter and capacity. He has been Inde-
pendent without being arrogant, and con-
ciliatory without showing weakness.

In his inaugural address he further en-
courages the hope and the expectation that
as governor he will have the Intrepidity cf
his ideals. "There Is much less need," he
says, "of genius or of any special brill-
iancy In the administration of our govern-
ment than there is need of such homely
virtues and qualities as common sense,
honesty and courage." Colonel Roosevelt
has always been conspicuous for the last
two qualities. His recognition of common
sense as essential In government recalls
Gladstone's famous message to the World
as to the settlement of the Venezuelan
war flurry: "Only common sense is neces-
sary." Or as the Butch novelist Maartens
puts it: "Nothing succeeds after all but
common sense and that only because it
is so uncommon."

It la the dictate of common senso for
Governor Roosevelt, as well as of honesty
and courage, to punish the canal thieves
and stop the stealing, to drive lobbyists
from the capitol and especially from high
offices of trust, to appoint only lit men to
office, to approve only needful and Just
laws, and generally to fulfil his promise
to administer his office "with an eye sin-
gle to the welfare of all the people of
this great commonwealth."

If Governor Roosevelt shall live up to
the spirit of his Inaugural he will meet
worthily and successfully the greatest op-
portunity that has come to any governor
of New York since Tilden.

Give Uoliion Ilia Reward.
From the Chicago Times-Heral-

If the opposition of the line officers of
the navy to the promotion of Lieutenant
Hobson, the hero of the Merrimac, Is based
upon the young officer's osculatory tour in
the West It is highly discreditable to their
gallantry and their sense of fairness and
justice.

It Is the desire of Secretary Long to re-
ward Lieutenant Hobson for his bravery in
sinking the Merrimac under tho fire of the
Spanish forts by nominating him for the
position of lieutenant commander, which
would be a transfer to a place correspond-
ing to the one he now holds in the

corps. So far as compensation
and grade are concerned it Is certainly not
out of proportion to the reward to which
Hobson's services in the war entitle him,
but a well organized attempt has been
made by. certain officers In the line to pro-

voke a sentiment against his promotion.
Such. an attitude toward a brother naval

officer who achieved distinction by planning
and carrying out a most perilous under-
taking In the war is pitifully puerile and In-

defensible. The Imbecility of a lot of hys-
terical and impulsive females who imagined
that it was the proper thing to rush for-
ward and kiss Hobson after he finished his
story of the sinking of the Merrimac should
not deprive the gallant young naval con-

structor of the reward that is justly his.
Even though he made no violent efforts to
discourage these demonstrations of "pa-
triotism," and even though he were guilty
of Indiscretion in voluntarily exposing- him-
self to the assaults of emotional admirers,
we see no reason why this should be al-

lowed to detract from the glory of an
achievement which by common acknowl-
edgment Involved more hazard and called
for more personal bravery than any single
undertaking of the war.

The newspapers have had their little
Jokes about the threatened epidemic of
Hobsonitis. Editorial excoriation has al-

ready headed off the young man In his wild
osculatory career. Now give Hobson the
naval honor which his bravery and en-
gineering skill have earned.

Irlnn-Amerlca- n.

From the Boston Herald.
The American-Iris- h Historical Society is

to hold a meeting at Sherry's, Fifth ave-

nue. New York, on the evening of the 13th
of this month. This promises to be one
of tho most noteworthy gatherings that
the society has ever had, for It is to have
among Its speakers a number of its prom-
inent members, such as Governor Theo-
dore Roosevelt, Judge O'Brien, of the New
York supreme court, and the Hon. William
McAdoo, who was assistant secretary of
the navy tinder President Cleveland. Gov-

ernor Roosevelt is an enthusiastic member
of the American-Iris- h Historical Society
on the basis of Irish descent. He has been
pleased to describe himself as three-quarte- rs

Dutch and er Irish, a com-

bination in which the phlegmatic character
of the Hollander is tinctured and colored
by the enthusiasm of the Celt, while the
overlmpulslveness of the Celt Is tempered
by the hard, practical common sense of the
Hollander. The American-Iris- h Historical
Society has among its members a large
number of well known public and semi-publ- ic

men whose Irish descent Is his-
torical, for. Indeed, In our intermingled race
it is curious to discover how many people
there are whom one would hardly think of
as Irish who can s classified from
having an Irish strain of blood.

Forcible, If Not Elegant.
From the St. Louis

Mr. Whitecotton. a Democratic member
of the Missouri legislature, says that "when,
any one man or set of men gets to Imagine
that he is or they are the Democratic
party, it becomes necessary for the party
to spew them out." Tho sentence would not
have satisfied Macaulay a3 to form, but it
gets there.

A BnMne Education Awaiting Them
From the Chicago News.

Glllett, thft Kansas cattle king, has been
located nt Chihuahua. Mexico, where, he
says, he will start life anew. If he does
the confiding Mexicans will learn a great
deal about the cattle business of which
they are now blissfully ignorant.

A Dnrk Lantern Rnllrond Law.
From the Washington Tost.

Kansas' new railway law, framed by
the Populist legislature, is fairly brist-
ling with sandbags and jimmies.

Catches 'Em Comln' and Gain.
From the Chicago Tribune.

Knnsas is also harvesting a big Ico crop.
It never rains but It freezes.

Her Moncy'a Worth.
From

Mother "I gave you a shilling to be good
yesterday and to-d- you are trying to
show how bad you can be."

Willie "Yes; but I'm just trying to show
you that you got your money's north yes-
terday."

BOOK OR BOON.

Some massive book 1 sought.
In which to read of human deed and thoujht.
What in a single day the mind of man had wrought
I found It not.
For o'er a line of dim. evasive light.
The day itself was slipping Into night.
And never scribe was swift enough w record or In-

dite.

Then turned I Into stately halls.
Where books on books. In sUIIs on stalls.
Thronged upward on the climbing walls;
And here and there.
As If In pleading with the liberal air.
An aged scholar clomb the winding stair.
It pcradventure in some dusty nook.
His. withered hand might grasp the book
Wherein to find
The unravelled secret of the wonder-workin- g mind.

In vain! In vain!
The sago his vUIon o'er the page may strain.
What once he saw, he may not see again
Into the night I sped.
The myriad heavens blazing overhead
Surely this thing Is Inllnite. I said.
Making alive what yesterday was dead.

O. blundering and blind.
Thus to have magnified the mystery of mind.
When deep, beneath, another force I find.
That will not brook
The telltale babblings of the wisest book.
When all around, below, abote.
The worlds themselves are buoyant on a sea. of love.

And gazing still above,
I said 'twas but by love.
That all the planets In their placet move.
And but the Instrument the mind.
For all the wonders wrought by human kind-T-hen

paused I. when I stood, and heard.
The soft, low twitter of a nestling bird.

W. II. Wynn.rh. D..D. D., In Lutheran Observer.
State College. Ames. Ia.

A LAST PRAYER.
Father. I scarcely dare to rray.

So clear I see. now It is done.
That I have wasted half my day.

And left my work but Just begun.

So clear I see that things I thought
Were right or harmless, were a sin;

So clear I see that I have sought.
Unconscious, selfish aims to win;

So clear I see that I have hurt
The souls I might have helped to sate.

That I have slothful bc.n. Inert.
Deaf to the calls Thy leaders gave.

In outskirts of Thy kingdom Tast.
Father, the humblest spot give me;

Set me the lowliest task Thou, hast.
Let me repentant work for Thee!

Helen Hunt Jackson.

CONTEMPORARIES.

The little children love so well
To hear the tender. laughing voice:

The stories Nature loves to tell
When all tho little leaves rejoice.

WILLIAM GRIFFITH.

OF CURRENT INTEREST.
W. T. Stead, the Journalistic apostle ot

disarmament and peace, aired his viewson that subject In St. James' hall. London,
to his heart's content the other day. Thomeeting, a correspondent or the Washing-
ton Post says, was large In numbers andwhat they call enthusiastic in spirit. Brit-ishers, when assembled in meeting, are notas demonstrative as are Americans. Theircheers are feble. and their words of en-
couragement are lazily drawled. Stead alsocalled on Bookwalter. of Ohioat the Savoy, last week. Stead listenedwith interest to what Bookwalter had tosay about his eight months' trip through
Russia and Central Asia. Bookwalter sym-
pathizes with the movement against mil-
itarism, but he took Stead rather abackwith his outspoken advocacy of Russia.
"That country," said Bookwalter, "more
than any other, protects its farmers, tho
backbone or any nation. That nation, more
than any other, protects Its lands against
Invasion by mixed alien populations. Thofuture Is with nations which subordinate
their military and industrial energies to
their agricultural energies. Agriculture is
the mainstay of nations."

"Why," queries a Washington corre-
spondent, "does every official whrw fli hi- -
nose into the government trough to theextent or J4.0CO or $3,000 per year have ahandle to hls name? The assistant secre-
taries of the various departments are never
called by their proper names. It is always
'Mr. Secretary.' The chier or a 12,000 bureau
Is never addressed as Mr. Jones or Mr.
Smith, but as 'chief.' The vice president
Is not addressed as his station Implies, but
always as 'Mr. President. The first, second,
third and fourth assistant postmaster gen-
erals are 'generals. In and out of official
Ufa they are addressed as such."

A sweeping press law has been pro-
claimed for China by the dowager empress.
"Since the newspapers only serve to stir up
the , masses," she declares, "and to over-
throw the existing order of things, ana
since newspaper writers are the dregs ot
the literary class, the continuance ot such
dangerous implements can result in no
good. We hereby order, therefore, the com-
plete suppression and cessation of all news-Tape- rs

that have hitherto appeared In the
empire; all publishers and editors will be
arrested and punished with the utmost
severity of the law." The decree affects
uuy-si-x tnraese newspapers.

The fining of a Cambridge (Mass.) man
for spitting in a street car reminds the
Louisville Courier-Journ- al of'aetory about
the famous "Tom" Marshall. The story
goes that just before his first visit to Bos-
ton an ordinance had been passed imposing
a fine of J3 for smoking on the streets.
"Tom" lighted a. cigar, started down street
and was arrested. He went before tho
proper officer, was duly fined, threw down
$10 and started away. "Hold on," said the
Judge, "there is some change coming to
you." To which "Tom" is said to have
answered, "Oh, keep the change. I shall
want to spit presently."

In the course of a recent "Game
of Pronunciation" In reality nothing more
than a sugarcoated mental process of the
most deadly sort one of the players showed
an engaging diplomacy. When it cama
her turn for the leader to accost her wtth
a "Mrs. Blank, how do you pronounce ,"
spelling the word out. you didn't catch her
exposing her Ignorance if she was uncer-
tain about the pronunciation or tho word
so spelled. Not a bit of it. With a sweet
smile and a lovely air of interest she Just
lifted her eyes and said Innocently, "I never
use the word."

In choosing Brecon. Wales, as the town
in which she will bo mirrled. It Is said that
Mme. Pattl has been Influenced to uomo
extent by the memdries, of happy visits on
former occasions to the old town on the
Honddu. Llng at the foot of the Brecon
beacons, and almost encircled by a trio of
beautiful rivers, the quaint and ancient bor-
ough presents in'every direction attractions
which linger in the memory. Brecon gave
to the world Sarah SIddons, the great tra-
gedian. '

New Year's callers on Richard Lather, a
wealthy resident of New Rochelle. found
a placard on the wall saying that all who
desired to see him must first deposit S
cents with the butler. Callers who hap-
pened to have their purses along found,
when they questioned Mr. Lather, that the
money thus collected was for the benefit
of a poor but worthy couple In whom bs
had become interested.

In attending the recent banquet of the
New England Society at Charleston, S. C..
Senator Hoar, of Massachusetts, asked per-
mission to retain his plate, knife nnd fork
as a souvenir of the occasion, desired by
Mrs. Hoar. The senator's request was
granted and a special decorated plate, sil-
ver knife and fork, were provided.

The Rev. Mr. Fuller, who went to Michigan

as a missionary 4from our
League to spread the gospel

through that region, talked to 300 peopla
and empty seats In Detroit the othernight. Governor Pinjrree Wesiding. How-
ever, it is due to the missionary to say
that the night-wa- s bitterly cold. "


